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    Saanich Sommeliers 
Regular Monthly Club Meeting 

Minutes of November 10, 2015 Meeting 
 
Call to Order by President Mike McInnis at the home of Julian & Lynne Elliott.   
There were 22 people in attendance and the quorum was called   
 
Review of Minutes from October meeting: 
The minutes had been distributed and no errors were noted.  Marg Best moved and 
Sandy Kirk seconded the motion to accept the minutes.  All voted in favour and 
carried.    
 
Correspondence:  None 
 
REPORTS: 

  
 Finance: 

o Julian reported that our finances are still in good shape and we have 
$8,217 in the bank.   

o There was a discussion around not carrying as big a reserve and a few 
ideas were circulated, including the purchase of new equipment for the 
club, subsidizing wine tours, no member dues next year. 

o Murray mentioned that we will probably have a $1,500 bill for medals 
this year. 

o Our balance is higher because of the provincials a few years ago- but 
there are continuing costs that could utilize some of this.  Mike 
encouraged anyone with ideas to forward them to Julian & Mike. 

 
 BCAWA: 

o There is a BCAWA meeting on Nov 23rd in North Vancouver. 
 
 Competition Coordinator: 

o Our club competition is scheduled for Saturday Jan 16th at St. Dunstan’s 
hall.   

 Murray/Sharon will not be able to pick up the wine for judging 
from Axel’s in Vancouver this year.  Someone else will need to do 
this. 

 Ken Watson will be registrar for the competition. 
 Colin will be chief steward 
 Lynne and Joan volunteered to the “Kitchen Kids” 
 Dawn will work on the silent auction & she encouraged members 

to figure out what they may be able to donate.  So far there is 
“bread-making with Ken/Carole”, Fishing with Ron - & Jack 
mentioned that he would contribute a sailing day.   We also have 
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some wine making supplies from the estate of Dr. Beck – which 
will be available at the auction. 

  Volunteers for the competition would be appreciated. 
o The Vinovan competition is this weekend and there are 13 entries from 

our Club.  This seems a bit low & members are encouraged to submit 
entries.  It was suggested by Rick that more follow-ups/reminders are 
required.  

  
Old Business: 

 
 The wine judges training will be held in Nanaimo and starts in January.  Please 

contact Rick Homer directly if you are interested. 
 
 
New Business: 
 
 Ken Stepushyn would like to organize a seminar for our members on lab analysis 

of wine.  The idea would be that the Club could purchase appropriate lab 
equipment (such as a Yan meter) and then provide appropriate training.  Only 
those who were properly trained would be able to borrow/use the equipment.  
We would need to have someone to maintain the equipment and required 
chemicals.  This idea was very well received. 
 

 It was noted that training funds could be available from BCAWA – if the training 
was open to all clubs. 

 
Health & Wellness: Tom Sibbald has been sick for the past month, but is on the 
mend! 
 
Adjournment:  Mike thanked our hosts of the meeting, Lynne & Julian Elliott.  
 
Our next meeting will be held at the home of Tom and Christine Sibbald, 1674 
Barksdale Drive.  This will be our Christmas event and focuses on deserts and desert 
wine (Please everyone bring a sweet or savory item).   It will be held on Tuesday, 
December 8th, starting at 7:15pm 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30.  After a short break – Ron introduced a “Show 
and Tell event” where people spoke of their “tricks of the trade”.   

 


